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Beethoven: A History
Many have referred to Ludwig van Beethoven as a genius and with 
the amount of music he composed in his 57 years of life, he truly was 
magnificent!  He composed over 722 works including 9 symphonies.  
If all his works were to be published it would take over 50 volumes – 
more than 2 sets of encyclopedias!

Beethoven was born in December 1770.  No 
one knows his exact birth date but it is assumed 
that it would have been the 16th of December 
because, according to church records, he was 
baptized on December 17, in a Catholic parish 
in Bonn, Germany as was customary at the time.  

He was one of 7 children, but only 3 survived infancy – Beethoven and 2 
younger brothers.

Beethoven’s father, Johann, was a musician and became 
his first music teacher.  At 4 years of age, his music training was harsh and he 
often cried during lessons.  He was small and needed to stand on the bench 
to reach the keyboard.  During gatherings at their home, Beethoven was 
often times awakened to perform for the guests.  He was 7 when he made 
his first public performance.

At age 12, Beethoven began playing as the assistant organist at court.  Two 
years later, it became a paid position which helped provide for the family ( 
as his father was an alcoholic and unable to work.)  Beethoven also taught 
music and performed.  He was considered a piano virtuoso and could play 
with power and sight-read (playing or performing a piece without practice - 
at first sight) with great skill.

Beethoven started his training in composition when he 
was 11 years old.  He was constantly learning the rest of 
his life.  He studied with Joseph Haydn as well as music 
of many composers.  Beethoven and Mozart were both in 
Vienna at the same time but no one knows for sure if they 
ever met.  Beethoven was 21 when Mozart died.

Passion is evident in all of Beethoven’s music.  He felt deeply about family, 
friends and his music. His performances became more and more popular.  When asked to perform 
at gatherings and parties, he often refused.  He was very insistent about performing for attentive 
audiences.  If anyone talked  or interrupted in any way, Beethoven would storm off the stage.

Johann van Beethoven 
(Beethoven’s Father)4 

Beethoven Portrait by Joseph 
Karl Stieler, 18205 

Young Beethoven by 
Pasquale Romanelli, 

18636 
Beethoven house of 

birth7 
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Symphony No 5 in C minor 
Op 67

Almost everyone is familiar with Beethoven’s 5th Symphony even if they can’t name it.  The 
first four notes are so memorable and have been used throughout the world in the media, film, 
advertisement, etc. This four-note motif is probably the most famous of all music!

The first four notes were used as a victory call in WWII.  People in Europe would use the letter 
“V” as a symbol for victory.  Winston Churchill promoted it by holding his two fingers up in the 
shape of a “V.”  In Morse Code the letter “V” is • • • — (dit, dit, dit, dah) so it became a “secret 
code” that could be sent behind enemy lines to let the people know that the war was being won 
against the Nazi’s.  Children would clap the rhythm and Paris staged a “knocking” demonstration 
using the pattern.  Teachers would tap it on the blackboard, trains would toot the rhythm.  

Beethoven wrote the 5th Symphony during his “heroic” period.  Europe was at war and the 
music of the time reflected it.  Little did Beethoven know that his symphony became the symbol 
for WWII many years later.

This symphony was also included on the “Golden Disc” that was launched into space in 1977 on 
the Voyager spacecraft.  It is perpetually spinning through space 
displaying the creativity and diversity of life on earth should some 
extra-terrestrial come across it.

Beethoven worked on many pieces at the same time.  His 5th 

The Voyager Golden Record23 

Cover of the Voyager Golden Record24 The golden record’s location on Voyager (middle-bottom-left)25 



15

Vocabulary
• Art Song: A poem set to music.  An art song was very popular in the 1800’s. The music 

enhances the poem.  There are 3 types of forms that are used in an art song.  

 ◦ Strophic Form: The same music is repeated for each stanza (section of the poem) such 
as folk songs.

 ◦ Through-Composed: New music for each stanza reflecting the mood changes in each 
stanza.

 ◦ Modified Strophic Form: A theme for 1st stanza, B theme for 2nd stanza, A theme 
repeat for 3rd stanza (or a variation of this form depending on the poem and composer) 

• Bagatelle: A short piece of music usually for piano written in a light, entertaining style.

• Concerto: A musical composition for solo instrument or small group accompanied by an 
orchestra

• Improvisation: Music, drama, etc performed without practice or rehearsal

• Manuscript: A work that is hand written rather than typed or printed – book or music

• Mass: A religious themed musical presentation often time composing of 5 sections 
accompanied by organ alone or more instruments with choir and soloists.  Beethoven wrote 
2 Masses with 4 soloists, choir and orchestra.

• Metronome: A mechanism that keeps steady/even time

• Opera: A drama/play with 1 or more acts and all dialogue is sung – no spoken word.

• Quartet: A musical composition for 4 instruments, voices, etc.

• Sight-Read: Play a piece of music without having seen it before – no practice

• Sonata: A composition for solo piano or other instrumental soloist, often with a piano 
accompaniment, typically in several movements.

• Symphony: A large musical composition for full orchestra, usually 3 to 4 movements which 
vary in mood and style.

• Tempo: The speed and evenness of a piece of music

• Tinnitus: A ringing, clicking, buzzing, hiss, or roaring heard in one or both ears

• Trio: A musical composition for 3 instruments, voices, etc.

• Virtuoso: Excellent, outstanding ability
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Activities 
Golden Disc
The Golden Disc is a gold plated copper record sent into space on the Voyager. It contains music, 
pictures sound bites, and other things about life on earth.  A little like a time capsule.

• What would you put on a record to introduce yourself and life on this planet to worlds far, 
far away? Students can write about it using the Your Golden Disc printable worksheet on 
page 25.

• Show students pictures of the Golden Disc and its cover. Have students create their own 
Golden Disc using the Design a Gold Disc printable worksheet on page 26.

time Capsule
What would you want someone to find in a time capsule 100 years from now?  500 years from 
now?

• Hobbies
• Schools/education
• Religions
• Major events during your lifetime (pandemic that you lived through and how it affected 

you), etc.
• Technology
• Science
• Family life
• Types of professions
• Popular music, art, movies, theater, dance,etc.
• Housing
• Transportation

Variation: Have students make a time capsule that they open at the end of the school year.

Math
Share some facts about Beethoven with some integrated Math problems using the Beethoven & 
Math printable worksheet on page 22. (For older grades)
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Worksheets
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Learn the Morse Code
Name: 

Samuel Morse invented the telegraph and the code for telecommunication - the Morse Code.  
The code used only dots and dashes (dit & dah).  Each letter of the alphabet and number was 
given a different pattern of dots and dashes.  The code was transmitted by tapping with a finger 
the code into the telegraph.
• The length of a dot is one unit
• A dash is three units
• The space between parts of the same letter is one unit
• The space between letters is three units
• The space between words is seven units
In an emergency the code is SOS – in Morse code it would be • • •   ———   • • •  3 dots = S, 3 
dashes = O.  A light can also transmit it by flashing 3 short flashes, then 3 long ones followed by 
3 short flashes.

Using the chart below, tap with your finger or use a flash light to send a message to one or more 
of your classmates.

A  • — H • • • • O — — — V • • • —

B — • • • I • • P • — — • W • — —

C — • — • J • — — — Q — — • — X — • • —

D — • • K — • — R • — • Y — • — —

E • L • — • • S • • • Z — — • •

F • • — • M — — T —

G — — • N — • U • • —
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42
Beethoven’s grave in Vienna’s Zentralfriedhof cemetery
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Answer Key 
Beethoven & Math
1. 46 years (1827-1781=46. He began composing a year before he was published)
2. About 14 1/2 pieces (722/50=14.4)
3. About 16 pieces (722/46=15.7)
4. About 1 1/3 pieces (16/12=1.33)
5. About 72 pages (862/12=72)
6. About 29 pages (862/30=28.73)
7. 56 years (He would be 57 in December of 1827, but he died in March)
8. 28 years (56-28=28)
9. 45,000 feet (30,000 people x 3 feet per person = 90,000 feet of space, 90,000/2 sides of 

the street = 45,000)
10. 8 1/2 miles (45,000/5,280=8.52)

Beethoven Worksheet
1. Bonn, Germany
2. 4 years old
3. His father
4. 7 years old
5. Storm off the stage
6. No, in his early adult years he dressed quite well and had good manners
7. He began losing his hearing
8. The metronome
9. Kept even/steady time/beat
10. 7 symphonies
11. A piano duel
12. To play a piece of music without having seen it before – no practice
13. Bonaparte
14. They were of different social classes
15. Any of the following is correct: “V” for victory, • • • — (dit, dit, dit, dah) on morse code
16. Fur Elise
17. The 5th Symphony
18. Symphony #9
19. A poem set to music
20. Any of the following:

• It required a larger orchestra than ever used
• Required a chorus
• Required vocal soloists – soprano, alto, tenor and bass
• It was longer and more complex than any symphony written thus far. (About 70 minutes)
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Thank You!
Thank you for choosing the Beethoven Musical Lesson Plan!

We hope you and your students enjoy listening to the music, watching the videos and 
doing the activities that accompany them.

We hope you will come back often to look at our new products - complete with music, 
songs and activities for many of your unit themes.

Feel free to recommend us to your fellow teachers!

We welcome your feedback and comments. 

Need help? Email contactus@stephanieskolmoski.com to get your questions answered, 
your concerns addressed.

We know you have many products to choose from….thanks for choosing ours.

Stephanie &
Anneliese

Visit us often at
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teach-It-With-Music

stephanieskolmoski.com
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